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SHRI AJIT PRASAD JAIN

I am glad that Deshbandhu College which
commemorates the memory of my dear
friend Deshbandhu Gupta, has decided to
publish the 'Desh.'

Students' magazines have their own
utility but in this institution, which has
mostly displaced students on its roll, it
can play an even more important role
in achieving psychological rehabilitation.

I wish your magazine success.

(A}it Prasad Jain)

Minister for Rehabilitation.

• • •

I have been asked to send a message to "DESH/' and
I do so with pleasure. My thoughts naturally turn to the
life of the late lamented Lala Deshbandhu Gupta, after
whom the Kalkaji College is named. He was, as his
name implies, a true servant of the people; and if
death had not snatched him away from our midst, he
would doubtless have rendered continued service to the
Motherland.

Deshbandhu College was opened only last year. It has
made good progress. A large number of students who live
far away from the University campus are taking advantage
of the institution. I have every hope that the College,
under the able guidance of its Principal, Shri Harish
Chandra Kathpalia, will grow from strength to strength.

(llfehar Ohand Khanna)
Adviser, Ministry of Rehabilitation.



Dr. S. S. BHATNAGAR, F.R.S.

tChairman; Board of Administration, Deshbandhu Oollege)

One of the greatest needs of modern India is development of character,
through education aimed at disciplining feelings, restraining passions,
inspiring true and worthy motives, instilling a profound religious feeling and
inculcating pure morality under all circumstances. It is necessary for our
educated young men to make their influence felt in all sections of Indian
society and perform the many new duties which are devolving on them as a
result of the changed economic and political condition. They have to be
useful citizens in the true sense of the word if they are to survive at all.

The staff of Deshbandhu College, Kalkaji should always keep this in view,
charged as they are with imparting education to impressionable young men
resident in the new townships near Delhi. I hope the new magazine 'Desh'
will carry the true message_of education and assist in moulding young minds
on right lines.

(S. S. Bhatnagar)

Secretary, Ministry of Education, Ministry of
Natural Resources and Scientific Research,

and Director, Scientific and Industrial
Research.
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IN recent years the population of
Delhi has increased beyond recogni­
tion. From four lacs in pre-partit.ion
days it has risen to more than 15
lacs. Increase in population necessi­
tates extension of essential amenities
such as housing, educational facili­
ties, electricity, water-supply and
sanitation etc. The increase in Delhi's
population was the outcome of the
partition which uprooted millions of
people in the Punjab and Bengal
from their homes and their well­
established avocations. Hundreds
of thousands of them migrated
to this city. Their rehabilitation
was, indeed, a colossal task. It
was esscnt.ial to provide these dis­
placed persons with shelter and
employment, but even mere essen­
tial w-as the mental rehabilitation of
their children-s-the future citizens of
the country on whom depends the
advance of India.

To achieve this purpose, the Mini...
stry of Rehabilitation has establi-

shed Deshbandhu College, Kalkaji.
This institution caters to the educa­
tional needs of new colonies namely
Nizam-ud-Din extension, Lajpat
Nagar, Jangpura, Lodi Colony,
Malviya Nagar and Kalkaji. The
keen solicitude of the Government
of India for displaced persons is
obvious frorn the fact that even the
constitution of the Delhi University
had to be amended to bring this
college into being. Under the old
constitution of the Universit.y,
colleges seeking affiliation to the
Delhi University had to be located
within the campus of t.he University.
Our college is situated about 15 or
16 miles from the University to the
south of New Delhi off Mathura
Road.

Our present building is spacious
enough, simple and neat. The vari­
ous sections in our library, thanks
to our teachers, are, for a beginning,
proportionately well represented, and
stocked with the best books available



on different subjects in the local
market. 'Ve are particularly grate­
ful to Shri R.K. Sood, the convener
of the Library Committee and his
colleagues for the comparative rich­
ness of the general section. Our
professors of Science Messrs.Puri,
Kaul and Kumar have seen to it
that their laboratories are well­
equipped and sufficiently well­
stocked. The class-rooms are decent­
ly furnished.

It is true that we have some
handicaps. We lack adequate water­
supply, electricity and play grounds.
'I'he transport system is irregular
and inadequate and is a serious
obstacle ill the way of multiplicat.ion
of our numbers. vVe are, however,
sure that these shortcomings will
steadily but surely disappear. Stu­
dents who avail themselves of the
College bus have, of course, no
difficulty in the matter of trans­
port.

The college is yet in its infancy.
We are only a few months old. At
present instruction is provided for
the Preparatory Examination (Arts
and Science), the Pre-Medical course,
and the B.A. Pass Course only. Let
us hope that the Pre-engineering
and the B.Sc. will be added soon,
and, in course of time, we shall be
permitted to have Honours and
Post-Graduate classes as well, so
that the students living in the reha­
bilitation townships to the south
of New Delhi, may have all the
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facilities for higher education and
are not compelled to travel to the
University canlpus and back a dis­
ta.nce of over 30 miles every day.
The vast majority of them cannot
afford to live ill hostels.

It takes years for an educational
institution to form traditions, but
the foundations of our College are
being well and truly laid. "Tell
begun is half done.

We are lucky in having Mr.
Harish Chandra as our Founder­
Principal. A man of wide experience
with an unruffled temper and a keen
sense of humour, everyone in the
college has 'begun to look on him as
a guide, philosopher and friend. No
opportunity is lost by him in
impressing UpOll the students to
develop qualities of discipline, punc­
tuality, sportsmanship, truth and
cleanliness of conduct. His tactful­
ness has become proverbial. It was a
marvel how a dead-lock in the Union
which appeared to defy solution and
threatened to assume an ugly com­
plexion, was, when referred to him,
quietly resolved to the satisfaction
of all concerned We commend to
our readers a perusal of the college
chronicle to be able to form some
idea of "That we have been able to
achieve under the inspiring leader­
ship of our Principal during a brief
period of ten months..Everything in
the college bears the impress of his
personality.



SHRI C. N. CIIA.>\NDRA

It gives me great pleasure to send this message to DESH, t.h> College
rnagazine of t.heDeshbandhu College, Kalkaji. This college has filled d crying
need of the displaced students in Delhi who, for want of a proper ir.st itution
of this kind, were experiencing considerable difficulties in pursu~n_( their
future course of studies. It is 111y cherished hope that at no dist ant date
this college will grow into a full-fledged institution with its Faculties of
Art s and Science, Commerce and Engineering; and DESH, the -.;tudent.'s
journal will serve as a powerful instrument worthy of the :'}lirit of
indomitable courage and enterprise which refugees have shown in 111 "Talks
of life.

(C. N. Chandt'o)
I.e.S"

Secretary to the Govt. \Jf India,
:.vlinistry of Rehabili t a tiona



LIFE SKETCH OF THE LATE LALA DESHBANDHU GUPTA

(P.e.c.)

LEST we forget. The late Lala Desh­
bandhu Gupta, whose name this
college proudly bears, played a star
part in India's freedom movement,
and "vas an outstanding example of
dedicated public service. While still
pursuing his studies in the Univer­
sity, he was awakened to a COI1Cious­
ness of the realities of Indian
politics by two tragic events-the
.Ia.llianwalabagh Massacre and the
infamous Rowlatt Act -and readily
enlisted himself under the banner
of Mahatma Gandhi, when the latter
launched the non-cooperation move­
merit in 1921. From that day till
the achievement of independence in
1947, he was always in the forefront
of India's struggle for freedom, brav­
ing the risks and hazards of
political life in an enslaved country.
Seven t.imes he suffered imprison­
ment, but nothing could shake his
faith in the caus-e or the country's
destiny.

When Swami Shraddhananda of
hallowed nlemory founded the Tej
in 1923, Deshbandhu Gupta was
invited to become its first Editor.
Here was a task for which he had
hardly any~ experience; but by
sheer application and a natural gift
for details he won such distinction
that henceforth Deshbandhu Gupta
and the Tej-the individual and the
institution-became almost inter­
changeable names. In November,
1949, he took up, in addition to the
Tej, the responsibility of conducting
the Indian News Chronicle, when

the management of the latter had
decided to wind it up.

Recognition ·came to him in the
wake of hard work. After indepen­
dence he was elected as one of the
secretaries of the All-India News­
paper Editors' Conference, and in
1950 as President of the Indian and
Eastern Newspaper Society. As
Delhi's citizen N"UMBER ONE, he
was also elected uncontested as a
member of the Parliament. In the
Parliament too he made his mark
It is primarily to his initiative that
we owe the introduction and passage
of Part 'C' States Bill, which has
brought direct self-government to
the people of Delhi, as it has done to
most of the other States formerly
classed under Part 'C' and ruled by
non-elected Chief Commissioners.
But just as the cherished reform
was being implemented, he who was
its chief architect was snatched .away
from us by the inscrutable Provi­
dence.

But great men never really die;
they are transmuted by a process of
mystical alchemy into the great
national heritage. What Tagore
wrote on the OCCa-SiOll of the passing
away of Deshbandhu Chittaranjan
Das applies equally well to Lala
Deshbandhu Gupta:-

rEnechile sathe kare mrityu-hin priin
Marane tahii-i tumi kare gele dan. H

(Thou hadst brought with thee a
deathless spirit. At death thou
hadst made a gift of it to the nation.)
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THE OPENING CEREMONY

THE Desbbandhu College was for­
mally opened by Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, Education Minister on
3rd ...August, 1952.

Founded by the Central Rehabi­
litation Ministry the college is
affiliated to Delhi University and
has been functioning from July 16
when the new academic year began.
The college has been named after
the late Lala Deshbandhu Gupta,
a veteran Congress leader.

Maulana Azad declaring the
college open recalled his past asso­
ciations with Kalkaji and said he
visited the Kali temple there along
with Hakim Ajmal Khan in 1913.
At that time, Kalkaji used to be
taken as some kind of a health re­
sort because for the purity of its
air. Even 110W, he believed its air
was purer and healthier than
Delhi's. He had, therefore, not the
least doubt that the young students
of the college would have good
health. What was more the college
would also help people living there
develop a healthy mind.

He said the Oovcrnments rehabi­
litation policy nev~r Iost sight of
the problems of displa: ed students.
Infact, education of the displaced
children had always been given 'a
prominent place It "vas in persu­
ance of this policy that the Delhi
University act was amended so as
to accommodate this particular
college. Under the old constitution
of the University, no college outside
the campus could be affiliated to
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Delhi University. Change of the
constitution of Delhi University, he
pointed out, was also recommended
by the University Commission,

In a touching reference to the
dark days following partition Mau­
lana Azad said the refugees had
suffered indescribable miseries. The
Government tried to lighten t.heir
burden, but the problem was not
easy. In 1947, he said, they had no
clear picture of how things would
shape. Lakhs of rupees were being
spent, but the problem seemed to
be endless. Now, thanks to Mr. A.P.
.Iaiu's able handling, the corner had
been turned. ",:or k of rehabilitation
was progressing ill an orderly arid
planned manner.

Yet, Maulana Azad said, the
Government had many more pro­
blems to tackle. It was also the duty
of the people to try to lighten th~
burden that the Government was
carrying. The Government could
accomplish all that it wanted only
with the co-operation of the people.

Maulana Azad was followed by
Shri A.P. Jain, Minister for Rehabi­
Iitation.

Mr. Jain said out of Delhi's
1,35~OO school children, nearly"
60,000 were displaced students.
About a crore of rupees would have
been spent for the education of
refugee children in Delhi by the end
of this ~year. This indicated the
importance Government attached to
the educational problems of displac­
ed students even though he would
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not say all problems of displaced
students had been fully solved.

lVir. A. P . Jain also referred to the
problem of buildings for educational
institutions and said too much stress
should not be laid on it. It should
be remembered that education was
the main thing. In this respect,
Japan had shown a now way. Many
visitors had told him that schools

Principal's Speech

ON behalf of the students and staff
of Deshbandhu College I have the
privilege and pleasure of extending
to you all a most cordial welcome.
It is our good fortune that you, sir,
should have found time to be with
us for a little while this afternoon to
preside at this function, and to
agree to perform the opening cere­
Dlony of our college. It was indeed a
happy thought all the part of our
M-inister of Rehabilitation, Shri
Aji.t Parshad -Iaiu, and our Adviser,
Shri Mehr Chand Khanna, the t\VO

original fathers of this baby college
that they should have invited you
to become its god-father. Under the
fostering care of this distinguished
and comprehensive parentage, we
may look forward, with confidence,
to growing UI) into healthy manhood
in due course.

It is ill the fitness of things that
this educational institution" the first
of its kind under t}~ jurisdiction of
the Delhi U niversi ty, should have,
for its god-father, a person who 1S
not only responsible for the policy
and direction of the educa.tion of
this country but who, by universal
consent, is looked lIpan as one of the

were conducted at tirnes of necessity
quite in the open in that country.

Mr. -Iain gave an assurance that
some of the difficulties of the peo­
ple of Kalkaji, such as transport
facilities, water and electricity, were
being sought to be relieved as soon
as possible. For drinking water, he
said, a big reservoir had nearly been
completed.

foremost scholars in the world of a
particular branch of knowledge, and
to whom some other countries are
anxious to refer for authoritative
interpretation some of their theolo­
gical problems while investigating the
political rights of their women.

We have made a smal] beginning­
smaller perhaps than some of us
were inclined to expect. But I hope
the beginning has been fairly sound,
and the future remains full of
promise. We, ill Kalkaji, have handi ..
caps and difficulties.

I certainly do not propose to
enumerate these on t.his occasion.
We have been trying to get into the
habit of getting over these difficul­
ties without making too much fuss
about them, and when transport
facilities have been adequately
provided, when we have ~. little
more of water, drinkable and other­
wise, when electricity has found its
way to the colony and the fact that
the college has really come into be­
ing gets known a bit, we hope fully
to meet a real educational need for
higher education in these suburbs
of Delhi.

Apart from the Preparatory, the
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The College Chronicle

The College

TfIOSE of us only who saw the site of
the college and the college itself on
18th July, 1952 when it started
functioning, are in a position to
v isua.lize and appreciate the magni­

_ficent progress that the college has
been rnaking not only from day to
day but literally from hour to hour.

We can now boast of a complete
building which is ample for our pre­
sent requirernent.s. The library has
been moved from the hall and
housed in two spacious rooms. 'Ve
ha.ve beeriprovided with a first-rate
reading room. The Director of Phy­
sical Educa.tion has a room to him­
self. A common r001TI furnished
with sorne indoor games and table
tennis has been placed at the dis­
posal of the students, where they
can Sp311d their vacant periods. The
bicycle shed has been built. The
building of the canteen is nearing
completion. The levelling of the
compound is being taken in hand
shortly and we expect soon to have
some playgrounds. Other additions,
such as store rooms, a gas room, and
servants' quarters-are under active
consideration.

There is not a tree or a blade of
grass in all Kalkaji bu t we have in
our courtyards grass as well as a
variety of flowers, and a promising
hedge along the boundary wall.
What hard work growing these must
have meant to Mr. Kaul and his

garden staff! Where the~y get the
water from, nobody knows.

But there is another side to the
picture. There is no water or
electricity ill Kalkaji yet. The
transport arrangements of t 118 Delhi
Transport Service are most unsatis­
factory. With the slightest distur­
bance in the atmosphere clouds of
dust find their way into all t.he
rooms.

The college building is righ t in
the heart of the township and is
much too close to the main public
road. Even the little traffic that
plies 011 this road is a constant
disturbance.

Kalkaji is at one extreme end of
all the colonies and therefore 110t

conveniently approachable. Its soil
is all rock and .it is impossible to
sink a tube-well in Kalkaji.

The estate of the college is much
too small for further expansion and,
in any case, it would be impossible
to accommodate the Principal's
residence and houses for the staff
within this area ..

Is it not possible to shift. the
college to a more central locality
"There 70 or 80 acres of land well
away from a township but within
approachable distances from most
of the colonies could be made avail­
able for the college to give it a
chance, in the fullness of time, to
grow up into a leading educat.iona]
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institntion.
But we are happy that, notwith­

standing our wilderness, we have
an atmosphere in the college truly
characteristic of a cheerful educa­
tional institution. The College
Union, the various societies, t.he
Dramatic Club, the Extension
Lectures etc., ha.ve .a.ll been fU11C­

tioning actively. i\. party of our
students took a bicycle trip to Agra
during Christmas. Another party
of science students visiter} places of
scientific interest in Delhi. 'Ve
had a delightful picnic at Qutab
for the whole college and a farewell
party on the occasion of the depar­
ture of the examinee students.
Indeed we have not begun too
badly. All OUt visitors from the
public and the University have
remarked that "We already look
like a well-established institution."

If there is one man to whom we
are grateful for all this" he is our
Principal. A man of powerful
personality, he has been variously
described as a "sprong disciplina­
rian;" "an awfully good fellow"; "a
man wit.h a dour exterior but kind at
heart," "what a pleasant speaker !"
"cold and serious jn the office, but
most friendly outside." 'Ve have
seen him work for the college
for months on end from morning till
evening irrespective of the weather
(mind you, we have no fans !). A
great stickler for college rules and
punctuality, he is prepared to con­
cede that our rules are not th.e laws
of Medes and Persians and call be
suitably amended in the light of
our experience, if found inconvenient
in the peculiar conditions of this
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college. But 11e insists that as long
as a rule is there, it must be observ­
ed. He is chary of granting leave.
He seems to be definite that all
private engagements such as your
own marriage or the marr-iage of
your sister or even falling ill must
be postponed till the college is clos­
ed for some vacation or the other.
"Such unnecessarv happenings," he
says, "must not be allowed to cut
into one's work." With such a man
at the helm of affairs, the college
may look forward to its future with
much confidence and courage.

We are depressed a t our low
numbers. But we hope that when
water and electricity have been
provided, and transpor-t is 111ore
frequent and sat i sfactory, Kalkaji
and other colonies will fill up, and
nlany more students will flock to
our gates.

The Annual Sports

THE ann ual sports of the College
were held on a --bright sunny day <in
March last. Despite the scorching
heat the students and the staff were
in the right mood for sports. 'I'he
function started with a march past
ill which Principal Harish Chandra
took the salute and ended with the
Prize Distributicn. Men as well as
women students evinced great
enthusiasm in Broad Jump,
Hop Step and Jump, High Jump,
Throwing the Discus, Javelin Throw,
Putting tho Shot_ 100 and 200 l\Ietre
races, Throwing the Hammer, musi­
cal Cycle Race, Pillow fighting,
Sack race, Chatti race. Particularly



thrilling were the scenes of the Staff
Tea race, the Sack race, the Chatti
race and the Pillow fighting.
Harinderjit Singh was adjudged to
be the best athlete of the College.
The results of the staff events were
also quite unexpected and exciting.
Even old stalwarts like Messrs
P.l\'I. Kaul and R.L. Kakar evinced
vitality and capacity for endurance
and ran like olympic torch bearers
and won the first positions in the
staff Handicap race and the Staff
Tea race respectively to the great
surprise of their many younger
colleagues and students. In all 24
items were held. The variety of
items and the keen interest of the
students arid staff despite lack of
suitable play grounds, adequate
water and other arrangements,
demonstrate that we possess the
necessary talent which, if properly
harnessed, can go a long \vay to
formulate healthy sport traditions.
The Prize Distribution held at the
conclusion of the sports was a
homely little function at which the
Principal gave away the prizes. In
a great speech interspersed, as usual,
with rclavent bits of humour, .. the
Principal observed that the Annual
Sports Day must grow into a very
important day in the life of the
college and sport in the develop­
ment of the personality and charac­
ter of its students. He said he was
happy that a beginning, howsoever
modest, had been made and hoper]
that more congenial conditions could
be provided for the holding of sports
next year- a larger ground and
without pebbles, a more reasonable
time of the year, enough drinking

water, and if possible, a little more
food of a tolerable variety at the
canteen.

He thanked Shri D. S. Chaudhry
and all others who had assisted him
ill managing the sports and congra­
tulated the winners of prizes.

Societies and Clubs

THE number of students on the
rolls of the college is only 75 but
despite the small numbers, a great
distance from other educational
centres of the city and insufficient
finances available, the cultural
and extra-mural activities of our
students have been very commend­
able. We have so far organised the
Hindi Society, the Science Associa­
tion, the Sindhi Literary Society,
the Economics Society and the
Dramatic Club besides the College
Union which is the central institu­
tion of the students responsible for
the organisation of debates, sympo­
siums, concerts, plays and other
social and literary functions. These
societies have been quite active
dur ing the year and in the next
session it is expected the Hobbies
Club and the Photography Associa­
tion will be added to them.

The Hindi Society

IT had two meetings during the
academic session jn which the
students read out their own stories,
poems etc. The students also recited
some poems of well known poets.
This society has been very helpful
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in persuading the students to come
on the stage and to shed inferiority
complex. TIle society organised a
farewell function also to bid fare­
well to the outgoing students of
the Preparatory Class.

The Economics Society

THE Society had a number of meet­
ings during the academic session in
which important economic problems
like the Food Problem in India, the
Agrarian Reforms in China, the
Five Year Plan, Price Control,
Rationing HInd Inflation were
discussed. The two most important
functions of the society were a talk
by Mrs. P. Loomba on "Economic
Policies of New China" and another
a symposium on "A Planned
Economy for India" in which
prominent local economists like
Dr. B. N. Gangolee, Prof. Shukla,
Prof. R M. Bhatia and Prof. Raj
Krishan participated. The distingu­
ished economists in their talks
explained the necessity, the objec­
tives arid the scope of planning in
India. 'They also gave brief outlines ­
of Indja's Five Year Plan. The
function was an unqualified success
and t.his success was ill a large
measure due to our Principal who
had ,,-rery wisely requested the
speakers (privately) i11 advance to
speak in simple and non-technical
language so that the majority of the
students who belonged to the Pre­
paratory Class might follow their
speeches without difficulty. The
Secretary of the Society Mr.
Surrinder Pal Singh has been mainly
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responsible for m ultifarions activi­
ties of the Society.

The Science Association

THE Science Association was organis­
eel with Prof. B.S. Pur i as chairman
and Mr. Y.P. Purang as Secretary.
It received invitations to visit and
study the working of t.heir plants
and factories from Delhi Glass
Works, Ganesh Flour Mills, Pure
Drinks Limited, Bata Shoe Factory
and the Gwalior Potteries. But due
to rush of work and lack of t.ime
the members could only visit the
National Physical Laboratory.

The Sindhi Literary Society

rrHE Sindhi Literary Society was
formed in October last und-r the pre­
sidentship of Shree S.M. Jhangiani.
Basant Lal Hariasra and Murli
Ambwani were elected as Secretary
and J-oint Sec-retary respectively.
The society organised a number of
meetings which were largely attend­
ed. The members also had a picnic
at Okhla. TI1e a1111l1al function of
the Society was held on 21st March,
1953 with success,

The Picnic

THE students ann the staff organised
a picnic to Qlltab in January. Apart
frorn a light variety programme in
which both the staff and the
students took part, various games
including a sort of cricket match
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were held. Lunch and tea was served
to the students. The Principal gave
a pleasant surprise to the students
when on being asked to give a song,
he gave 011e in a mclod.ous tone­
proving that he was master of all
trades.

The Union

THE College Union came into being
in Septerriber last. Tile elected office
bearers for the first term were :­
Leela Haridas (B.A. II year) Presi­
dent; and Prem POI)li (B.A. II year)
Secretary.

Although tile union carne into
existence rather late, its activities
proved to be a great success. With
almost 110 traditions to fall back
lIpan and wit.h raw talent --the
functions arranged showed variety
as well as ingenuity. There were the
usual items like debates, musical
concerts and Death and Birth anni­
versaries of great men. TIle subjects
for the two debates were quite
interesting. The fii st one was "Love
marriages are t.he best means of
promoting happiness in the home."
And the second one was that "In
the opinion of the House Co-educa­
tion is a step towards national
unity'." Both debates drew about
half a dozen participants on cit.her
side. Special mention mav be made
of the debating skill of Harinderjit
Singh, Anita. Batra, Prem Popli,
R-N Sharma and Pittamber Dutt
Lakhera.

A musical concert was held on
15th November with only the college
talent to participate. 'I'he concert

provided a variety entertainment
such as the Mouth Organ, Dholak
geets, and some good vocal music
but the show with more effort could
have reached a higher standard.
Tile function created among the
students a lot of errthusiasm for
music. They planned to start a
music club for the benefit of the
students ill the college but the idea
could not materialise due to lack of
funds.

The union celebrated the United
Nations Day, Guru ~anak's Birth­
day and the death anniversaries
of Lala Lajpat Rai and Lala Desh­
bandhu Gunta. Such celebrations
are important in as much as they
provide the students with knowledge
of the life and work of our departed
leaders and thus establish a link
between them.

..Amongst the innovat.ions intro­
duced in the programme of the
union activities was the performance
of a Radio Play. The first Radto Play
entitled "Anjo didi" by Upender
Nath was put up on the inaugural
dayof the college union, This was
followed by an inter-class contest in
radio plays. TIle Pre-medical class
gave the play entitled Vivah-ke-Din,
the preparatury class gave a Punjabi
play lVawa Naukar and the B. A. I
& II year classes jointly put up feet
Har. The B.A. classes won the
trophy. The individual prizes went
to the preparatory and the pre­
medical students. Swaran Kanta
Sharnla obtained the first prize and
N .~I. Gulati the second.

An attempt to organise an original
short story competition was made
but as most of the par-ticipants did
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not come up to the standard, the
item had to be abandoned.

The Library

'.tHE college library contains 1,237
books, During the session 1,800 books
were issued. It subscribes to four
Dailies and fifteen Periodicals. The
total expenditure on the college
library has been Rs, 12~300 including
the cost of books, furniture and
equipment. The books that we have
been able to collect on various
subjects are a valuable collection.
A well equipped library is a pre­
requisite for the growth of an educa­
tional atmosphere in an institution
and we have no doubt the seed of
knowledge that has been sown by
the Principal and the Staff will
develop into a mature tree in ·the
near future and our library will
count among the best equipped
libraries of Delhi-if not in quantity
at least in quality. The members
of the library committee deserve to
be congratulated on the selection of
books.

Hobbies Exhibition
and Book Festival

THE first Annual Hobbies Exhibiti.on
and the Book Festival were held in
the college reading-room on 28th
May, 1953. The inauguration cere­
mony was performed by Principal
Harish Chandra. Before cutting the
ribbon, he delivered a brief and
illuminating speech. He told the
students that he could say from his
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personal experience that life with
a hobby in the long run proved to
be more enjoyable and endurable
than life without it. Books he said,
were silent friends and guides who
were always at their back and call
without being a nuisance. Once
they took to reading books, they
were sure to cultivate a taste for
the best on all subjects. He hoped
the Book-festival would make the
students 'Book-minded.'

The Pr.ncipal WaS preceded by
Prof P M. Kaul and Prof. RK Sud.
Prof. Kaul spoke about utilities of
hobbies in general and the items
displayed in pa.rticular. He expressed
satisfaetion that although the num­
ber of exhibits was of necessity
small yet they reached a standard
of excellence that showed promise.
He was however disappointed at the
poor response to exhibits in tho
em broidery section .

Both the exhibition and the
festival were highly appreciated by
the students and the staff alike.
From some wistful young faces one
would get an idea that they felt
sorry for having let this opportunity
slip by for want of a hobby, For
their consolation we would just add
that one lives to learn.

Prizes were awarded for the best
Photographs to Prem Popli and
Yashpal Purang : Coin collection
to Govind Kulwani ; Stamp Col­
lection to Kr.shna Kapoor; Best
Drawing to Sushil I(.umar and Raj
Kumar; 'and for Best Painting to
Urmil Khanna.

Prof. R K. Sud explained that
the Book Festival had been arranged
to show to the students our acquisi-



tions-gems of knowledge which had
been purchased for the college
library during the year. He asked
the students to go round the tables,
pick up beaks, and acquaint t.hem­
selves with their clasification, num­
bers, titles and authors so that they
might know wha.t they could get to
read. He thanked the Principal
for giving a. handsome grant and the
members of the library committee
for Laking pains in the judicious
selection of books.

The Farewell Functton

ONE of the most attractive and
enjoyable features of the year was
the function held in the College on
28th March, 1953 to say good bye to
the out-going students. Encouraged
by the Principal this healthy tradi­
tion has be ell established quite
spontaneously under the- leadership
of the College Union and we are all
grateful to the Principal and the
Staff for their active participation
in this function which helped a great
deal to make it such a success.
Everybody, staff and students, ap­
peared to be in the right frame of
mind and the large number of
persol1s vv110 took part ill it unmistak­
ably showed promise of its perman­
ent popularity and acceptability.

Some of the outstanding per­
formers were the Principal hi 111self,
Mrs. Loomba, Miss Mat.hur, Mrs.
'I'hornas and Harinderjit Singh.
The Principal's effective recital of
"Koorlj ki .Iudai" will be remembered
for a long time to come. It is
amazing how he manages to put

across things in English, Urdu and
Punjabi with equal ease and dexte­
rity. Mrs Loomba proved to be a big
find. Little did ,ve suspect that she
had musical powers. Her melodious
song was enthusiastically cheered
and everybody felt that he had had
a peep behind the iron curtain. She
is goin.g to be greatly ill demand on
the occasions of our social functions.
Mrs, Thomas's well-selected song
and sung beautifully made us realise
that good English music even if we
do not understand its technique can
be appreciated and enjoyed. Miss
Mathur ill addition to being a
versatile hair stylist and a radio
artist turned out to be a skilful
ventriloquist as "yell. Her alternate
laughing and crying, and crying and
laughing put together. was thorougly
enjoyed by the audience, but of
course we know that laughing and
crying in quick succession comes
natural to women in accordance
with the situat.ion at hand. Har­
inderjit Singh's recital of his own
Punjabi poenl 'Kure Teri Chunni'
was highly appreciated for its easy
diction, picturesqueness and its
youthful and emot.ional appeal. Next
time he recites t.his poem, we would
ask him to go a bit slow to enable
us also to cultivate SOl11e enduring
acquaintance with the 'ehunni' of
his sweetheart. we promise not to
behave like Afindi in 'Ghaddar'.

'I'he refreshment party arranged
by Prem Poph. P.K. Chaudhry,
Bal Raj .. Indu Wazirani and others
under the guidance of Professors
Bhalla and Hardev Singh was well
organised and thoroughly enjoyed
by the whole college. \rYe are sure
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that the standard of dignity and
decency attained at this function
under the inspiration of the Princi­
pal will continue to be maintained
and we shall have parties of this
description more frequently during
the course of the next year.

The Dramatic Club

~rHE Dramatic Club of the college
deserves to be congratulated on 'their
laudable effort ill staging 'Ghaddar,'
a one act play by Prof. Radha
Krishan Sood. The Club had just
one week's notice to put it up. It
had to begin with scratch in e\Tery
thing pertaining to t.he production
of a play. The credit for its success
must go to Prof. Radha Krishan.
Sood and his helpers particularly
Mr. Kaul, Miss Mathur and her
sister Miss lVlalti, who came all the
way from Pahar Ganj and spent the
whole day with us making herself
responsible for the 'Make IIp.' Those
of us only who have had something
to do with the production of a play
can visualise the amount and the
variety of labour that it entails.

Nobody could have imagined that
the t.hin, phlegmatic, almost ema­
ciated Prof. Radha Krishan Sood
could be transformed into an emotio­
nal and virile pathan called 'Asaf"
who could manage to marry a
beautiful English girl ! Lila Hari
Dass as 'Begum' played her difficult
part with a fair amount. of success
although, on occasions, one felt that
she was as bit stiff. Anita as Asaf's
mother was impressive with her clear
and gentle speech, her gait and her
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elderly manner. She has distinct
histrionic ability and we would
suggest to her to take to acting, if
not as a profession, at least as a
hobby. Harinderjit Singh, the clan­
destine lover of Begllm -··a most
unneighbourly role--during his mallY
protests of his undying love for the
Begum rose on ocr asians to amorous
heights but Fate had something else
In store for him. Girdhari Lal as
Badshah Khan was fairly effective.

On the whole, the play, to be
quite frank, turned out to be above
our expectations. "\IVe have therefore
no hesitation ill congratulating all
concerned.

It "V01Ild have substantially added
to the success of the play had the
actors and actresses spoken more
loudly and more towards the
audience.

At the conclusion of the play,
Prof. Radha Krishan Sood made a
a few apt remarks and in response
to his request the Principal made a
short speech in Urdu which for its
many humorous and topical touches
was thoroughly enjoyed by all pre­
sent. He offered his congratulatiolls
to the cast on their performance and
wished the Dramat.io Club, which
had already shown such promise, a
flourishing future in the college.

Extension Lectures

AT the instance of our Principal it
was decided that a series of exten­
sion lectures by members of the
staff should be arranged for the
benefit of students. Mr. C. L. Madan
was put in charge of these lectures.



THE COLLEGE STAFF
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8tand1:ny:-Ralllesh Chandra Sarna, Prof. R. K. Sood, Bal Raj ~arin.

Sitting:- Raj ):!atnur, Leela Hari Dass, Shree Harish Chandra. Prem Popli,
Dr. p.e. Chakarvarty. ,-(Principal)



Later it was found possible to
invite some distinguished visitors to
address the staff and students.

The beginning was made by an
address to the College by Mr. Sri
Krishan Kapur, Principal, Sanatan
Dharam College, Hoshiarpur, 011 the
5th November, 1952. Next we had a
discourse on "Coffilnullity Projects
in India" by Shri K.D. Uppal, our
Lecturer in Economics, on the 17th
November, 1952. Dr. Chakravarty,
our Vice-Principal followed up and
gave us an account of "Btlrma--our
neighbour" on vhe 4th of Decem­
ber, 1952.

The Human Rights Day comme­
morating the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of HUIYlan
]{Jights by the D.N.O. was observed
on the lOth of December. On that
clay Dr. Chakravarty, Mr. C. L
Madan, Harinderjit Singh (B.A. II
Year) and Prem Lal Popli (B.A. II
Year) spoke on Human Rights

In the third term, on the 18th
February, 1953, Lt-Col. Barkat
Narain, I.M.S., Director of Health
Services, Delhi ..State addressed the
College 011 "Genera.! Hygiene and
Cloanlinesa." On the 20th February
R/.B. Chuni Lal and a galaxy of five
other engineers working on the
Nangal Bhakra Scheme visited our

College. R.B. Chuni Lal gave us an
interesting talk 011 this magnificient
project and the work going on
there. He was kind enough to offer
the college every assistance, should
some of us decide to visit the
Nangal site.

An account of the "Life of a
Modern Philosopher-Albert Sohw..
eitzer" was given to us by Mrs. M.
Thomas, our Lecturer in Philosophy
on the 26th February, 1953.

On the 11th March, Dr. J. H.
Philips, representative of the British
Council gave us an account of the
working of the British Council and
what it stood for.

All these lectures were well
attended. The establishment of the
institution of Extension Lectures by
the Principal has been well received
and welcomed by the staff and stu­
dents and it is hoped that it has
come to stay. Besides the usefulness
of these lectures and the intellectual
atmosphere that they help to create
a pleasant feature of these functions
to which we all look forward is the
inimitably happy and well chosen
words- meant to flatter the speakers
and yet not sounding like flattery at
all--in which the Principal intro­
duces them in his initial and thanks
them ill his concluding remarks.

Staff
We are glad to know that Mr. e.L. Madan is shortly proceeding to

Germany for advanced studies in Botany. He has been selected by the
Government of India and by the J .N. Tata Endowment who will finance
his new venture. Our hearty congratulations and best wishes.

15



THE FIVE YEAR PLAN

A Summary

K. D. UPPAI~.

THE Government of India appointed
a Planning Commission in March,
1950 and its first report containing
a draft outline of a Five-Year Plen
for the economic development of
India was published in July, 1951.
Its final version was submitted to
the Indian Parliament on the 8th
December, 1952. This has been
approved by both the houses of the
Parliament and bv the National
Development Council, which is corn­
posed of the Chief Ministers of all
the States. Its anticipated out-lay
is 2,069 crores. The Plan, though it
welcomes foreign aid, is yet not
dependent on it.

The Plan seeks to raise India's
national income from Rs. 9,000
crores in 1950-51 to R3. 10,000 in
1955-56 and to double per capita
income in 27 years. The main
objective of planning in India is to
improve the standard of living of
her people and to opell for them
avenues for a richer and varied life,
which more than a century's foreign.
rule had denied to them. The Plan
aims to exploit more effectively
the natural resources of the country
so as to produce adequate volume
of goods and services needed by
the community and also to diminish
the existing disparities in the income­
levels ofthe various classes of the peo­
ple. A plan, which endeavours only
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increased output, may lead to the
flowing of increased wealth into the
hands of a few and leave the masses
poor as before. On the other hand,
a mere ro-dist.ribut.ion of existing
wealth may only injure certain
sections of the people, without
improving the lot of the common
man. This would frustrate the
wider social objectives of planning.
India's Five-Year Plan, therefore,
rightly seeks to achieve both these
objectives, viz., to increase produc­
tivity and to reduce inequality.

During the last three decades
there has been considerable in­
dustrial activitv in India. New
towns and cities have grown up
Means of transport and commul.liea-·
tions have developed; the isolation
of rural India has vanished. But
industrailisation has affected only a
tinge of our populat.ion. Agriculture
is still the source of livelihood to
about 70% people and productivity
in this industry is low. The size of
the holdings of the cultivators has
diminished; the cottage industries
have decayed; and rural population,
which is about 83~~~ suffers fr 0 ITt

under-employment and poverty.
And the per capita income is 1/12tll
or 1,1 15th of that in industrially ad­
vanced countries.

The key to the economic progress
of a country is capital formation i.e.,



t.he size of the 11e1" capita holding
and of equipment necessary for
production in the form of factories,
locomotives, machinery, irrigation­
facilities, power-inst.allations and
communications. Increase ill these
factors, accompanied by all improve­
ment in the technical knowledge to
use them, call enable a community
to accelerate its production of goods
and services, which promote econo­
mic welfare. But it is not always
easy for a country to do so. Capital­
formation in a country depends on
savings and, in order to save, a
nat.ion will have to cut down con­
sumption, work hard and endure
priva.tions. India possesses resources
of po"ver, water, minerals that
can be exploited; there is also land
t.hat can be reclaimed and industries
that can be developed. There are
also large idle resouces of man-
power unemployed or under-emp­
loyed. But in. the initial stages of
planning 80111e restraint on current
consumption will be neeessar~y in
order to acquire resources to build up
capital-formations necessary for 8US­

tainecl increase of production. If at
t.he outset we are able to break the
vicious circle of low productivity,
low savings and low capital forma­
tion, the economy can move upward.
Afterwards when income per capita
appreciates, larger savings will be
easy to achieve without excessive
hardships, to add to the stock of
capital-equipment needed to incre­
ase productivity and per capita
income.

The plan expects to raise the
national income of India from
Rs. 9,000 crores in 1950-51 to

Rs. 10,000 crores ill 1955·-56. This
rneans that the first Five-Year
Plan will result in about II % in­
crease in national income or 4.50/0
increase in per capita income. Even
this little progress in per capita in­
come would not materialize in full,
as about 20% of the enhanced
national income is expected to
be absorbed by increased savings.
Thus net increase in the national
income available for consumption
would be of the order of Rs. 800
crores or about 9:/~ and, as the
increase in the populat.ion of the
country during the same period
would be about 6.3%, the consump­
tion standards ill India would not
alter appreciably at the close of t.he
plan, despite great investments.

It would, however, be premature
to assess t.hc benefits of the plan in
the light of the immediate effect in
consumption-standards. "That is
significant is the increase in capital­
equipment and ill productivity that
would result from the plan. If we
view it from this angle, the expendi­
ture of Rs, 2,069 crores would add
to the stock of productive capital of
the central and the state govern­
ments by Rs, 1,200 crores, besides
the addition in productive capital
owned by the private sector. These
would result in increase in produc­
tive capacity anel productivity that
would make fur ther increases ill
national income possible. The plan,
therefore, shoulcl be treated as the
threshold of a long era of planned
development and not an end in
itself.

The Planning Commission visua­
lises a cent per cent increase in the
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in average consumption-standards
by about 62<j1o. 'I'hus the bulk of the
increase in average consumption,
that the Planning Commission pro­
mises at the end of 27 years, begins,
to enlerge only 17 years after
1950-51. In other words, the people
of India will have to t.ighten their
belts for the first 17 years after the
commencement of planning.

. The following statement shows
the expenditure proposed to be
spent by the go\~ernnlent 1111der

different heads set out in the plan:--

Total ... 2.069 100.0

'I'he plan accords the highest prio­
rity to agriculture, on which direct
and indirect expenditure appears to.
exceed half the outlay of the plan.
The most important target is food
grains, whose production is expected
to increase from 52.7 million tons in
1950-51 to 61.6 million tons in
1955-56. The increase in cot.ton will
be from 2.97 million bales to 4.22
million bales; jute from 3.3 million
bales to 5.39 million bales; sugar­
cane from 5.6 million tons to 6.3
million tons; and oil-seeds from 5.1
million tOIlS to 6.5 million tons. New
irriga.tion-projects will increase tho

17·5

8·1

12.9

6.1
24.1
8.4

16.4
4.1
2.5

Rs. Percen tage
(Crores) of total

Head

Agriculture and Community
Development

Irrigation ...
Multipurpose Irrigation and

PO\\Ter Project

l 361
J
. .. 168

1. 266
f

Power ... 127
Transport and Communications 497
Industry... 173
Social Services 340
Rehabilitation 85
Others 52

national income of India bv 1977-78
i.e., during the sixth Five-l~ear
Plan. To achieve this, it is obligatory
that from 1956-57, investment
should be at the rate of 50% of the
additional output each ~year till
1967-68, as against 20<jlo of addition­
aloutput to be invested each year
during the first Five-Year Plan,
This means that the rate of saving,
as a proportion of the national
income, will have to go up from 5<j1o
ill 1950-51 and 61% in 1955-56 to
abollt11~/~in 1960-61 and to 20%
by 1967-68, after which it will stay
stable at 20% of the national in­
come, till in 1977-78 the per capita
income gets doubled.

A further analysis of the figures
given by the Planning Commission
reveals that 27 yea.rs needed to
double our national income divides
itself under three periods, in terms
of the intensity of the strain
involved on consumption standards.
The first is the period 1950-51 to
1955-56 during which only 200/0 of
the additional output created is
invested and, as already mentioned,
there would be insigificant difference
in consumption-standards at the
end of the period. The second is the
period 1955-56 to 1967-68 during
which a little more than 50% of the
additional income created is invest­
ed and the balance left for con­
surrrption will raise the standard of
living ill the country by 4<j1o more
than that prevalent in 1955-56. In
the thi-rd period, namely 1967-68 to
1977-78, only 200~ of additional in­
come created during the period will
be saved and the rest left for con­
sumption which will bring all increase
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"
"

... 1872 million
yards

. .. 384000 tons

... 429000

... 86000

Cloth ...

Sugar ...
Salt
Paper and paper­

board
Sheet glass . .. 20150 "
VegetabIe oils . . . . .. 182000 "

To realise the second objective of
the plan, viz., to diminish in­
equality in income-levels, the plan
suggests reforms in land-tenures,
imposition of death duties, enhan­
ced direct taxation and state regula­
tion of private enterpr.se.

The plan will be financed to the
extent of Rs 1,258 crores out of the
normal budget resources of the cent­
ral and the state governments. The
savings out of current revenues are
likely to amount to Rs. 738 crores.
Private savings available are ex­
pected to be Rs. 520 crores. Besides
these, external credit worth Its. 156
crores has alreadv been received from
the International Bank, the U.S.A.,
Canada, New Zealand and Australia.
This leaves a gapofRs. 655croresto
be covered to the extent of Rs. 29J
crores by deficit financing. The
balance will be procured through
external barrowings and, if necess­
ary, through additional taxations or
internal borrowing.

l3IO
f
... 394

... 8.3

... 21080
"

1. Heavy chemicals lI56
(Thousand tons) J

2. Fertilisers (Thousand L528.6
tons) J

3. Iron and steel :­
(a) Pig iron (Thou­

sand tons)

(b) Steel "

4. Aluminium

5. Cement

irrigated area from 50 million acres
to 69.7 million acres bv 1955-56.
TIle installed capacity er electricity
will improve from 2.3 million K. \V.S.
to 3.5 millionK.W.S. l\he produc­
tion of major producers' and capital
goods would register an increase as
under : --

6. Locomotives... . .. 150 + (50 boilers)

7. Diesel engines (in ""
f

'-- 44.5
thousands)

8. Power-driven pumps l
(I th d ) J

45.7 to 50.7
_n ousan s

9. Carding engines L600
(Numbers)J

10. Spinning ring-frames \..4-40
(Numbers)f --

II. Plain, semi-and auto- I
matic looms ~4IOO

(Numbersl ]

The increase ill consumer's goods
is likely to be as shown below :-
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Silence IS Golden

or a defence of talkativeness

}\JI. THOl\1:AS

WE have often been told that we
must talk less and think more. But
one wonders if everyone of us were
to take this advice seriously, what
would happen to most of the insti­
tution's of the World...

What is a Parliament, if it is not
a talking house? A place, where all
the pros and cons for a legal mea­
sure are talked out. 'rhus our laws
are made. What is Question
Hour but a device to voice the
creakings of the machinery of Go­
vernment? The opposit.ion, but to
vent the grievances of the people?
And, whom do we praise in the
Parliament ? Our silent back ben­
chers? Or those mighty in debate,
those hecklars and those orators,
who talk for hours and hours and
thus make themselves known?

What would happen in a Demo­
cratic country, where those who
wished to be elected went about
doing great deeds and "hid their
light under a bushel." Who would
elect them if they did not occasion­
ally sound the trumpet for them­
selves in resounding speeches all
over the country?

What are our newspapers? Merely
speech in print, do they not proudly
advertise themselves as the "voice
of the people?" And, what would a
man do if he could not hide himself
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behind his nevv'spapers too busy to
heed the complaints of the children
and the wife.

Can you picture a mother who
never gave orders to the children,
told them stories or admonished
them? I suppose she could do the
household cooking silently but could
she do the shopping in gesture
language?

And can you imagine the reaction
of a husband who doubtless now
bitterly complains of a talkative
wife, were to be greeted with silence,
day after day on his return from the
office. He would probably think
the wife were suffering from some
grievance against him. and had sent
him to Coventry as a punishment,

Imagine social gatherings without
chatter. What a clinking and
clanking of cutlery and eup3 and
saucers there would be; and gulpings
and swallowings more audible than
we would like. No, conversation is
the sauce that makes a dinner party
palatable. In fact, if we are at a
social gathering, it is bad manners
not to talk and if by chance there
is silence of any length, everyone is
embarrassed. III fact, there is many
a hero of a tea-party; he who can
make us laugh at his jokes and his
merry comments on friends and
neighbours. Such a man, who is not



afraid to talk we hail with delight
in our moments of boredom and
ennui.

Imagine a college vvhere the lec­
turers did not lecture, but required
much reading and long voluminous
essays from their atudents. I, at­
least, cannot picture our students
enjoying this change, Though, no
doubt, it is best way to study
lectures, the less arduous!

In fact this is an age of talk, talk
and talk. Propaganda, music just
talks from the air. The only advan­
tage of broadcasting is that we can
switch them on arid off, as the mood
demands ; which we cannot do to
our too loquacious neighbour, "rho
has not studied lIS enough to enquire
which are our visiting hours and
which are our hours of work.

Conversation is an art and should
be practised, but the time and the
place must be studied. Since we
must talk let us study the art.

In talking in the staff room
with our colleagues how many
difficult problems have we not
solved. corrected and clarified our
views i11 exchanges with those who
are experts on their subjects.

How many emotional shocks,
grievances, complexes have we not
talked out with our friends without
hiring the expensive aid of the
psycho-analyst for talking out emo­
tional problems, so problems of
adjustment is Psycho-Therapy.

There is an art of pleasing in
conversation too, if we will study
it. 'I'ho flatterer overdoes it, the
sychophant degrades it, but if we
keep our self-respect, we can still
compliment others and make them

happy. It may be cynical to say so,
btlt if you can tell an old mall that
he is looking younger day by day,
a fat friend that she is losing weight,
your friend with a new suit, how
well it becomes him, and your girl
friend that she is looking like a rose.
Your boss, you must always admire
and always say j1"es, unless it goes
entirely against your conscience,
then you must disagree in SUCll a
veiled and circumlatory manner, that
he understands without receiving
any blow to his pride. Why! if you
can do this yOtl will be a very
popular person. For we all need
re-assurance, the old no less than
the young, the successful no less
than those, who must be encouraged.
So, do practise the art of pleasing
in conversation, since we humans
talk we must.

In former days he who was con­
sidered an adept in the art, could
talk for hours and days, without
giving an inkling of his avocation
or profession in life. The usual
topics of conversation were music,
art and literatu-re. Today, (for
there are fashions in conversation)
talk is more personal, for this is an
age of specialists. And people like
to talk about those subjects about
which they have first-hand informa­
tion.

'Politics is a main topic of conver­
sation nowadays, partly because
the world is a smaller place than it
used to be and what happens in one
place affects people allover the
world, partly due to the ubiquitous­
ness of newspapers and partly due
to the anxiety about the next war.
Most reading in common, too,

21



amongst educated people nowadays,
is the newspapers. Formerly, the
cultured man wrote poetry and
songs, now he is an armchair
politician.

One of my sisters has jokingly a
formulae for balking to an unknown
man, "Tell me the story of your
life." It always works-provided
you are ready for a long session-­
for all illell are egoists. Women
too! for once t.he same formulae
was used against the same sister,
without her in the least suspecting.
NOlle of us, but are not so modest,
that V\Te are not charmed if some
one takes the time and trouble to

want .to know lIS.

So, rather than "Enlpty vessels
make much noise -, I am inclined to
think that it is those who a.re
lacking in ideas and lacking in
sympa.thy for their fellowmen. If
they have anything ill them they
will. talk. Ideas must express the~­
selves. VVe are mist.aken ill our
admiration of silence. Sympathy
must express itself in our interest
011 our fellowbeings, i11' en.livening
them for considerations and conver­
sation is the flower of courtesy.

Silence is admirable, but only
when you are listening to some-one
or when you are alone.

Courtship among animals
c. L. MAD~L\N

ANIl\1AL courtship is of absorbing
interest and sometimes offers
curious parallels to that of the
human beings, Courtship is nearly
always conducted by the male
and polygamy (selection of ma11Y
females by a male) is probably
more frequent than m011ogamy.

In certain marine bristle worms
the males writhe convulsively in the
coils of the females and incite them
to discharge their eggs which the
males promptly fertilise. In the
fiddler crab, the male has 011e claw
double its body bulk and more
gorgeously Cololl"red. This it flour-­
ishes before the dowdy female with
a tireless persistency, until a satis­
factory reply is vouchsafed. The
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Scorpion shows all elegance in the
affairs of the heart, The lady is
approached and taken by both her
claws these being held in the larger
pincers of the male, who then, walk­
ing backwards conducts her 011 a
love walk of considerable distance ..

Among the Spiders the courtship
is of a gruesome type. The male is
very very puny when compared to
tile female's size and his WOOil1g to
charm the lady is a sort of night­
mare hide-and-seek amongst the
lady's legs. One false step and her
venomed jaws pierce him through
and through. In this way a dozen
swains 10'08e their life and when
ult.ima.tely one is selected as a
husband, he .ends his career by



becoming as the wedding breakfast
for the bride.

In some pretty and lurid fishes,
t.hc gallant exerts himself to the
utmost to win his bride by blandish­
ment, or, if needs be, by force. Once
the fish courtier has WOIl his bride,
he is done with her. When, as some­
times happens, the male takes
charge of t.he eggs, the mother Inay
even prove cannibalistic foe, to be
driven off at all costs.

l\iany mass meetings of the
Crocodiles are reported, and the
males of the big monitor Iizards are
known to duel 011 their hind legs,
where the possession of a mate is in
queetion.

Song ranks as an item in feathered
love-making. Bird courtship implies
also elaborate dress, and even more
elaborate ceremonial. Bird song is
often very obviously a love song,
but is not always so. It is frequently
a defiant declaiming of territorial
rights, a challenge to rival cocks to
enter the charmed circle of the nest­
ing site, if they dare.

In some birds, when a desired
partl1er is found, she is approached
with scraps of moss, leaves or twigs,
and coaxed into partnership. In
Penguins, the nest is made of stone
and henco selected peb bles are
solernrrly dropped by Benedict be­
fore his Beatrice. Among the

warblers pretty dance sequences
augment the song and are calculated
to show the suitor at its best. In
the case of nlany birds, there is a
segregation of the males at breeding
time. This gathering is no light­
hearted bachelor's club, but it is a
meeting of male mannequins, each
straining every faculty in a frenzy
of display. In the Australasian birds,
there are some which build bowers.
There are amazing dance halls and
assembly rooms constructed by
these birds, merely to 'Yin the queen
of their heart and homes, III Phala­
rope, a wading and swimming bird,
the hens which are larger and hand­
somer than the cocks do the
courting and afterwards leave the
eggs to t.hc care of their male
partners.

The man-like Apes present featu­
res ill common with human
behaviour. In them also, the voice
plays a great part. This is trlle of
most of the mammals.

Bernard Shaw once wrote, "In
spring, and also ill summer, autmn
a..nd winter, a yOl11lg man's fancy
lightly turns" etc. This represents
the fundamental difference between
human and animal courtship. The
beasts, birds and other creatures
seek their mates at a given season,
but the man is not chained by time.
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A Bicycle Trip to Agra
PREM POPLI

IT was in the second week of
December last that some students
were discussing about the coming
Christmas vacation, each planning in
his own way as to how to enjoy it.
Suddenly it was proposed to have a
trip to Agra and its neighbouring
places on bicycles. Everything was
settled and all arrangements made
under the very kind patronage of the
Principal.

The party, consisting of nine stu­
dents, Prem PopIi (Leader), Murli
Ambwani, Krishan Kapur, Harinder­
jit Singh, Surinder Singh, Joti Sarup
Mehta, Y.M. Duggal. O.P. Rana and
Siri Chand, started from the college
premises at 8-30 A.M. on Monday, the
22nd December, 1952. Due to zeal and
enthusiasm, the boys moved as fast
as 12 miles per hour. By the night­
fall we were at Kosi, 63 miles from
our starting point. Both, lunch as
well as evening tea were enjoyed on
the road-sides. The night was spent
in sound sleep ill an inn,

Everybody was awake early the
following morning. After taking
breakfast with bread and butter we
made a start for Mathura. At
about 9.0 A.l\I. we reached Ajhai
Kalan, a small village on the
roadside, and were invited by the
village chief, Sant Narain Dass, for
a chat with the village-folk. The
kind old man served us all with milk
sweetened with sugar-cane juice.
I thanked him on behalf of the
party and started for Brindaban
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which was hardly an hour's run from
there.We reached there at 11-0 A.1V[.
and stayed for 2i hours. 'Ve were
amazed to learn from our guide that
there were as many as five thousand
temples in that small city of Brinda­
ban. After seeing" SOme of these
we took to our bicycles again and
left for Mathura. V\Te reached
Mathura at about 3-0 P.M and
stayed at a hotel where we passed a
comfortable night.

We left Mathura for Agra on the
24th morning and reached our desti­
nation by noon. We visited Akbar's
Tomb at Sikandra on our way. At
the Lloyd Hostel of St. John's
College, Agra, after showing our
credentials we had an opportunity
to have a chat with Mr. Chatterji,
the vice-Principal of that college.
We were greatl~y amused and bene­
fitted by his talk. The accommoda­
tion in the Hostel was pre-arranged
and was very comfortable.

On the following day we went to
Fatehpur Sikri and visited all
the places closely connected with
Akbar the Creat. V\Te entered
through Buland Darwaza, the main
gate and visited the tomb of Chishti.
'I'he grave inside the marble tomb is
of sandalwood carved allover with
sea-shells, thereby preserving it for
ever. We also went round Birbal
House, Mereum House, Hiran Pillar,
Stone Cutter's Mosque, Kings
Harems and Rang Mahal, the birth­
place of Jahangir.
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'Ve visited the Taj Mahal on the 26th
of December 1952. As we stepped
inside the gatevvay and caught sight
of the marble dream. of Emperor Snah
Jahan, we felt as if we were ourselves
being transported on the wings of
angels to a land of dreams. The
elegance and sensuous charm of the
Taj were overwhelming. '1'he re~tan­

gular garclen in front of the building
reminds one of the gardens in the
Arabian Nights. Tho fountains, the
four towers, the sandstone building
on each side of the Taj, and the
garden with its fragrant fto~ers

enhance its beauty. It is an excellent
and un-equalled masterpiece of Art.
y\Te were told that Lord Curzon 011ce
invited a group of engineers of the
hizhest rank from America ando
Europe to visit the Taj and asked
them to give their opinion about
the improvements they considered
best. The opinion they recorded was
t.hat its architecture absolutely per­
fect and was incapable of improve­
mente We all rubbed our eyes to assure
ourselves that such a heavenly build..
ing was man-made. Though made of
as heavy a material as marble yet
it appears to be so light that it
would vanish into the heavens like a
dream.

TIle Taj stands on a white marble
platform with a main dome, 275 feet
high, rising above its centre. Inside
is the Hall of Death where Emperor
Shah J ahan and his beloved wife
Mumtaz Mahal sleep eternally side
by side. I'he 'verses from the Quran
ili.scribed on the Gateway as well as
on the dome are the works of expert

caIligraphists. The Gateway or the
dome may be as high as 150 feet
but the latter at the top appear
to be of the same size as at the
bottom. Arid to produce such an
effect very expert scientific calcula­
tions are required.

On the 27th we visited the Fort
and the Tomb of Etmaddaula and
started back on the 28th reaching
home by 29th afternoon. On our way
to Agra we were brimming with joy
and jest but on our ,,~ay back we felt
slightly morose and down-hearted
for having had to leave the Taj so
soon.

We were immensely benefitted by
the trip. We had an opportunity to
see life in the countryside. We saw
something of mother earth and
came in contact with people follow­
ing various walks of life. The bicycle
breakdowns and other mishaps were
enjoyed as a part of the game. Murli
Ambwani and Krishan Kapur, the
two most witty amongst us, kept
each one of the party in good
humour throughout the journey.
Murli, however, tried on many
occasions to surpass Kapur in a dis­
play of wits but the latter was too
clever for him and :Jlurli at last had
to surrender unconditionally. It was
only on the return journey, when we
were about 20 miles from our desti­
nation that Murli had the upper
hand and Kapur, having already
emptied his bag of wi t, was forced
to admit defeat.

The boys remained healthy and
cheerful throughout the journey.
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Behaviour is neighbourliness
S.M. JHANGIANI

IN the cottage of a great saint,
there 011ce came two visitors, one of
whom was known as a great religious
preacher and the other as a rich but
ungodly man, as he offered no
prayers and never visited any place
of worship, The saint paid special
attention to the latter and was
unusually cordial with him. One of
his disciples, who witnessed all this,
wondered. why the saint showed
such scant courtesy to the man
who, in his and general estimation
was superior to the other man,
who, he thought, had nothing but
his wealth to recommend him, So,
after the visitor had left, he out
of curiosity asked his teacher the
reason thereof. The teacher remark­
ed that the so-called pious man had
tile visibility of saintship about
him, whereas the other had the
virility of saintship. The disciple
later on discovered that he was
harsh to his home-people and his
servants and unbrotherly to the
people that were not of his caste or

. f
creed, and had no control over his
passions.

The rich man was a real saint
because he was holding wealth, but
was not held by it; he owned
possessions but was not possessive
(i.e., he was without the feeling that
those possessions were his); he was
surrounded by numerous objects of
comfort but had no attachments for
any of them - he had conquered
bodily passions, assuaged the
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sorrows of the suffering, came to the
aid of the fatherless and the widows
in their affliction and poured out his
love to all irrespective of caste,
creed and colour. He was the real
devotee of God, for he showed love
to His creatures, no rnatter if he
offered no lip-prayers and lived in
pomp and grandeur.

The great philanthropist and
statesman of India, Mr G.K. Gokhale,
says, "As long as a man is a useful
member of the society, it does not
matter in the least what church he
attends or whether he goes to
church at all" Union with divine
life can be achieved by maintaining
harmonious relations with all around
us and by cultivating the love-emo­
tion in our nation, for love is the
fulfilling of the Law.

Scientists have said, as we all
know, that the law which governs
the Universe is the "Law of Gravi­
tation," which means the Law of
Love. The Sufis say that we should
be like the sun in the heavens,
pouring out rays of love on all man­
kind, not only on our kith and kin,
not only on those who belong to our
own race or nation. our own sect or
religion. Says the Maha Bharata:-

"Small souls enquire, "Belongs this man
To our own race or caste or clanj '

But large-hearted men embrace
As brothers all the human race."

So religion is righteous life and
not merely observance of its out­
ward form. Religion is sanctifica.tion



of daily life i.e., living beautifully
and nobly, loving largely and
serving humanity. Happiness and
peace are not possible for us, until
we recognise that all human-beings
are as limbs of one body and that no
country or nation can. injure another
without sooner or later, bringing
corresponding re-action upon itself.
If we extend our vision beyond

individual, communal or national
interest and work harmoniously
with all around" the following dream
of the poet will not take long to
materialize:-

"Nation with nation, land with land,
Unarmed shall live as comrades free,

In every heart and brain shall throb,
The pulse of one fraternity."

My School in Switzerland
.ANITA

l\Iy school life abroad has been
one of the most pleasant and inter­
csting experiences of my -childhood.
:JJ}y school, 'Stella lVlaris' meaning
~Star of the Sea,' was located ill
Rorschach, a small and quiet town
ill the German part of Switzcrland.

The building is a very huge one,
with a green veil climbing up e'very­
where. .On two sides of it are play­
groullds, and at the back, there is
a small wood, where we go in the
summers wit.h a book, to spend the
afternoons. At the back of the
building is a balcony-a \rery long
olle-and from t.hcre, we have a view
of the lake. It is the second larg­
est lake in Switzerland. On the other
side of the lake .are some islands,
belonging to Germany. Then there
were the green vegetable gardens,
and the pig stalls. They were always
stinking and dirty, but we always
told Joscph, the old gardener ~ who
"vas in charge of it, that his pigs
were vary healthy and well-kept,

and he'd climb up the cherry tree
and sing a song in his grllff voice,
and throw down cherries at us.

The teachers. who were nuns, wore
long black robes, with a black head­
dress, having a veil hanging from
the back. They had such funny
names, such as 'Wiborada,' 'Maria
Catharina,' 'Gerlindis,' 'Eustachiunl'.
The music teacher 'was ffi}r favourite.
She was short and slim, and smiled
very beautifully. Whenever any
one passed in front of her, she would
just thrust her hand into her pocket
and produce a tablet and give it to
her saying "This will keep your
voice sweet."

While singing, she would sit at
the piano, and play at it with all
her might, while most of us standing
round would talk or yawn, because
we hated t.he songs she taught.

In summers, in the morning we
were allowed to go for swimming,
and in the af'ternoon \ve had to study
through, but when it was too hot we
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could go into the wood, or sleep.
After the evening tea, which was

very fussy and enjoyable, because
there was no teacher in the dining
room to keep watch, we played, and
then studied again till bed-time.

Like little children, we were put
to bed at 8 o'clock sharp. How we
disliked it! As soon as the teacher
thought we had gone to sleep, she
stole down, to join her colleagues on
the balcony. The girl nearest to the
door kept watch, and when she gave
us the signal, we'd stand up and
play pillow-fighting. Sometimes the
teacher would come to know, but we
didn't mind much, because we just
got our usual punishment of stand­
ing in the dining room while every­
one drank her soup. The girls who
had come from the French part of
Switzerland, were very funny and
ease-loving, and every-day there was
one of these standing. The girls of
Italy were quiet and good, but
always had some complaint about
Swiss food. Girls from German parts,
on the other hand, were very disci-
plined, and therefore mixed little with
the French. My sister and myself
were the only t\VO Indians and had
every reason to feel important.

The first of April was cele brated
with great pomp and show. For three
days continuously we were allow­
ed to do what-so-ever we pleased,
except to go out of the building. V·le
had big concerts; the dining room
was packed with stalls--stalls full of
cakes and sweets and chocolates.
Each classroom was changed into a
playroom. There were all types of
games to try our luck at. We were all
dressed in fancy dress, and danced all
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kinds of jigs in the hall, A French girl
who played very well at the piano
never got tired of sitting at it, and
another one sang with a fiddle. This
ga·ve us a grand band.

These three lovely days were
followed by three days of silence, on
which we were not allowed to speak
a word. All da y long we sat in the
hall listening to lectures gi ven by
a priest, and then we were to write
the whole thing down on our diaries.
It seemed like three years, these
three days, and by the time they
were over, we seemed to be b01'11

again on earth!
Winter came quicker than we had

thought. Snow fell day and night.
'I'he sun hardly ever came out, and
hills and trees which had been bare
in autumn now got that soft white
coat nature had given them.

When the afternoons were sunny,
we went for toboganning.

Christmas was coming near and
great preparations were being made
for the occasion, On Christmas eve,
we assembled ill the hall, and Santa
Claus came in. He was dressed in
a long red robe. His white beard
and hair made him look just like
Father Christmas. He was to pre­
sent us with things.

One class never stopped working
when the bell rang, and was there­
fore given a big bell. A girl fiddled
with her hair. and was presented
with a necklace of curl-clips. ~1)~

best friend bent down over her EOUp

to drink it, and got a very IOIlg
spoon. I got a box of sticking plaster
to seal my mouth with, because I
talked too much, and another rope
to tie me to llly chair, because I
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wouldnt sit still.
OUf lunch consisted of sweets and

chocolates, and it was followed by a
few days of indigestion.

Spring carne. 1'11e sweet scent of
flowers was in the air-the scent
that belongs to spring. Small white
flowers were springing out of the
SllO\V. The teachers told us to take
their example, and be as brave as

they. The trees were gettillg their
first green leaves.

In May the fields were white and
pink with the apple and cherry
blosSOII1S. It was then that we enjoy­
ed our walks most, and never came
home without our hands and hair
full of daisies and violets and cherry
blossoms.

At the first college play

"Ghaddar' l

By!vay of' a preface in the manner of G.B. Shau: and a subjective interpretation

THE Des11bandhu College Drama­
tic Club, Kalkaji, New Delhi,
staged its play, Ghaddar, a one-act
pIny ill Urdu written by Prof.
R.K. Sud. It provided a befitting
round up to the proceedings of the
\TaledietoryDay. Notwithstanding
the many handicaps arid short­
comings the performance was com­
mendable. T11e cast consisted of
amateurs who probably had come
on the stage for the first time, Their
acting was good but their voices
were oftell inaudible due to faulty
pitch and intonation. The stage
set.tings were simple and excellent.

The theme of the play centred
round Asaf, a young, educated and
nationalist Afghan (played by R. K.
Sud); Begum, Asaf's pretty El1ropean
wife (played by Leela Haridas), and
their traitorous neighbour, Afindi
(played by Harindr-rjit Singhi.Afindi
sought to ent.ice a,vay Begum by
holding out promises of a plentiful
and easeful life in the enenlY terri-

tory beyond the Afghan border. He
knew that Begurn dare not play false
to Asaf and consequently he threa­
ten.ed her with dire consequences if
she refused to betray Badshah Khan
(played by Girdhari Lal Lama), the
renowned Afghan leader WI10 would
seek their hospitality. He left to her
to devise a stratagem with the aid
of the Police Inspector (play~ed by
Sushil Kumar Ahooja) , Unknown to
her, Begum was suspected by Asaf­
and that too on good grounds­
right from the beginning but he
found it hard to reconcile himself to
it and harder still to acquaint
his mother (played by Anita Batra)
with the reasons for his suspicion.
The sudden turn of events, however,
disillusioned him about his wife. A
trap-door carne very handy to him
ill chock-mat.ing Begum's plan. It
was a brilliant flash across his over­
taxed brain! Badshah escaped;
Afindi was shot dead by t.he ambush­
ing Police Inspector.
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Killing of Afindi was not the ~play':

it was Asaf's character. His charac­
ter was a complex one. He respected
his aged mother whom he had dis­
obeyed once in his life when he
married his European wife-and he
did so with tragic consequences. He
was proud of the Afghan traditions
and of his father and maternal
grand father who had been martyrs
in the cause of their nation's free­
dom He loved his wife with the
passion of a knight-errant and the
solicitude of a platonist. He honestly
believed that she loved him. And
there he was sadly mistaken. Begum
had agreed to marry him for the
sake of his wealth. He, like many
other Afghans, had been fined time
and again for his nat.ionalistic acti­
vities. When the play opened he had
been reduced to abject (according
to Begum) poverty. He had not
bothered about it as long as he had
his mother's affection, his pa.triotio
fervour, his wife's love (even though
it was make-believe love) and 111S
country's need of him. He served
his nation. He won the approbation
of his mother. But he lost his wife.
"Very sad! A young man to lose
his pretty idol of a wife !," you
would say. vVeII, you might. I do
not. Who was the traitor? Afindi or
Begum? Ask Asaf and he would
reply: "Begum." He had no illusions
about Afindi for he knew the sot
could do nothing else but seek to
thrive on villainy. But for an
Afghan's wife to betray love was
inconceivable In Asaf's own words:
".i-\.fghan's love is an integral part of
his honour. ~, Asaf is dear to us for
he spurned at love without honour.
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What impressions did the audi­
ence carry with them? Did they
like the suave-tongued Afindi with
his acrobatic gesticulations or the
stiff-necked Police Inspect.or with
his metallic commands and his pop­
up pistol? Or did they wonder at
what Maxfactor make-up could do to
bewitching eyes and a pretty face
like Begum's that was sweet in its
haughtiness, resembling as it did
Cleopatra's or Helen's that "launch-·
ed a thousand ships." Or d.d they
admire the heroic mother with the
graceful majest.y of Raphael's
Madonna and with a voice the lilt
and cadence of which drove away
the fall of cowardice from faltering
hearts with the touch of the night­
ingale's voice "opening magic
casements" to keats How many of
them sympathized w.th Asaf from
the beginning to the end as they saw
him wade through a morass of
suspicion and treachery and brave
the eternal conflict between love and
honour (or duty with the stead­
fastness of Wordsworths Happy
Warrior? Did some of them feel
with the fall of the curtain that
Asaf was a sadder but a wiser man:
that he lost his faithless alien wife
but rediscovered himself? On the
m iniature plane of a one-act play
did they feel that Asaf suffered the
Rgony of Hamlet when he cried out:
"frailtv thy name is woman l "
Asaf s ~I word~: "Begllnl! You ma~y
go when you like," were his soul's
declaration of triumph over the
anguish of his heart. Little wonder
that Asaf laughed cynically a.t him­
self as he raved: "Traitor~sBegum!"

(Contrib~lted)
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